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Abstract:   
Figurative language is usually called a language that uses words or expressions with different 
meanings of real meaning. Figurative language can be used for anything like communication, 
articles, films, advertisements, novels, poetry, etc. This requires the reader to use his imagination to 
find out what the author meant. This study tries to analyze the figurative language contained in 
the song in Anne Marie’s debut album “Speak Your Mind” namely Ciao Adios, 2002, Cry, Bad 
Girlfriend. This main research aims to find the figurative language in Anne Marie’s song lyrics, so 
that song fans understand what the songs mean or mean. This is qualitative research using non-
interactive methods consisting of questionnaires, documents, and non-participants to collect data. 
Theory of Kennedy and Gioia (2005: 118) and Harya, 2017 was used to identify the data in this 
study. The figurative language found in the four songs on this album consist of simile, metaphor, 
onomatopoeia, hyperbole, irony, repetition.
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1. Introduction 
Kuiper et al., (2017) mentioned that language is a means of communication, 

and communication always happens in a kind of social context. This is why 
communicating so effectively must require understanding and recognition connection 
between language and the people who use it. Language is usually defined to convey 
information or service requests in various situations, for example, giving direction, 
asking to be shown help.

Syafitri& Marlinton, (2018) stated that figurative language is called persuasive 
language. This has another way to add more interesting views to the language, which 
can get the attention of readers of the poetry, lyrics, or other writings. The metaphorical 
language aims to convey the meaning that is or enhance the real language, it will give 
more meaning to the attention of the sentence or writings, a beautify the words.

Song lyrics are a very important part of the song. Good song lyrics have to work 
in harmony with the melody of the song that will bring the listener to a pleasant 
mood (Iluvw & Wkhuh, 2004). 

According to Setiawati&Maryani, (2018) lyrics formed for communication 
expressions writer and reader. Especially, they give messages with the aim of inspiring 
listeners, so they can think about it. more or less the purpose of such lyrics and 
expressions of communication that are rooted in the cultural context of these people, 
according to illustrations from their music. Analyzing the figurative language in the 
lyrics of a song is important for several reasons. First, to find out the types of figurative 
language used in Anne Marie’s debut album. Second, to find out the meaning of 
the song lyrics according to the researcher. Hopefully, the findings of this study are 
useful for Researchers because it can provide useful experiences. Identify data based 
on the way Anne Marie expresses a figurative language. Researchers inventoried the 
figurative language of Anne Marie’s songs into a table based on the songs. Clarify the 
figurative language of Anne Marie’s songs. Make a report on the conclusion of the 
data obtained.

The main concern of this research is to find figurative language in the lyrics of 
Anne Marie’s songs. Song lyrics are a very important part of the song. Good song 
lyrics have to work in harmony with the melody of the song that will bring the 
listener to a pleasant mood in songs there is figurative language to replace words to 
beautify the song. The aim is for fans of songs from Anne Marie to understand what 
is meant by the song. According to Wikipedia (2020) all of Anne Marie’s songs are 
mostly created from her life experience and many emotions are mixed in them.
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2. Literature Review 

2.1.  Song lyrics
Song lyrics are included in a very important part of a song. Song lyrics 

that represent what the songwriters mean. They must convey the right meaning 
that can put the listener in a pleasant mood. So, they also need to have good 
harmony and melody(Iluvw & Wkhuh, 2004). In a song, we can find lyrics 
that complement and beautify the song and make the listener even more 
interested in listening to it (Siallagan et al., 2017). Analyzing songs album has 
been elaborated by Susanto (2017) about The interpersonal meaning realized 
in the lyrics of Christina Perri’s album “love strong” and the contribution for 
teaching a modern English grammar.

2.2.  Lyrics
Hermiyanty, WandiraAyuBertin, (2017) said that the lyrics can be 

interpreted as having a distinctive style of language which is very beautiful but 
full of meaning. Usually, they carry several messages aimed at making inspiration 
for the listener.

2.3.  “Speak Your Mind” Album 
“Speak Your Mind” album is the debut studio album by singer-songwriter 

Anne-Marie, released via Major Tom’s and Atlantic Records on April 27, 2018. 
Anne-Marie’s debut has been in production for a number of years; initially titled 
Breathing Fire (after the planned single of the same name), its final title and 
release date were announced in late February. The album features collaborations 
with a wealth of the industry’s biggest names: the smash single “Rockabye” with 
Clean Bandit and Sean Paul, “FRIENDS” with Marshmello and “2002” which 
was co-written with labelmate Ed Sheeran (genius.com/albums/Anne-Marie/
Speak-your-mind).

2.4.  Figurative Language
According to Kennedy and Gioia (2005: 118) figurative language can be 

said to occur whenever a speaker or writer, for the sake of emphasizing the 
denotation of the word actually occurs. Figurative language is not a means of 
asserting what has proven to be untrue. They just want to draw attention to so 
much truth to make something they write more beautifully. 
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This research is related to research that has been studied previously which 
discusses the figurative language in the song. They research songs in one album 
but each researcher has a different aspect. They contributed to this research: 

First, Martin CahyaJauhari (2015) researched the title “An Analysis of 
Figurative Language Used   in Song Lyrics Of “4” Album by Beyonce”. She 
found the results of research that showed that the total number of types of 
language styles used in song lyrics on the “4” album by Beyonce there were 76 
languages. And what is very dominant is the symbol. There are 20 symbols in 
the lyrics of the song. Then there are 13 apostrophes, 9 similes, 8 hyperbole, 5 
euphemisms, 4 antithesis, 4 chiasmus, 3 anaphora, 3 personifications, 2 ellipsis, 
2 anecdotes, 1 alliteration, 1 assonance, and 1 oxymoron used in the song 
lyrics on the “4” album by Beyonce. The author can conclude that there are 14 
types of language used in song lyrics, that is alliteration, anaphora, antithesis, 
apostrophe, assonance, chiasmus, ellipsis, euphemism, hyperbole, oxymoron, 
personification, simile, symbol, and synecdoche. And each- each language style 
has its function and meaning.  

Secondly, SutiniSimanjuntak (2016) conducted a study with the analysis 
of the title “Figurative Language in The Second Westlife Album Coast to 
Coast”. She thinks Figurative language is a way of expressing thoughts through 
language that typically shows the soul and personality of the writer. This study 
aims to analyze the song in Westlife’s second album, entitled Coast to Coast. 
This study aims to find the type of language used in Westlife songs and aims 
to find out the meaning of language styles in Westlife songs. This study uses a 
qualitative method. This research instrument uses documentation, the type of 
documentation is video recording. The figurative language found by researchers 
in this album consists of six metaphors, four similes, thirteen personifications, 
and seven illusion. Based on the meaning of the figurative language, the 
researcher uses lexical meaning and contextual meaning.

Third, AdhityaBudhiPrasetyo (2019) researched “Figurative Language 
Used in The Ed Sheeran’s Song”. Researchers found the type of meaning 
contained in the song Ed Sheeran This study uses descriptive qualitative 
data taken from some of the lyrics of the song Ed Sheeran. This research uses 
documentation techniques to collect data. In analyzing data, researchers use 
theory Tarigan (1985) and Leech (1981) present types and types of figurative 
languages mean it. 
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Based on these explanations, the researchers have a positive contribution. 
Comparing the differences with this research, there are several different aspects, 
such as album song, singer, song title, figurative language type, figurative 
language meaning in the song in the album. In addition to the similarity of 
researchers above with this research is that the research uses qualitative methods 
with research instruments using data documentation to collect data.

In line with the formulation of the problem, the objectives of this study 
are: First, to find out the type of figurative language used in Anne Marie’s 
debut album, the lyrics of the song “Speak Your Mind”. Second, to find out the 
figurative language meaning on Anne Marie’s debut album. The significance 
of this research is that: Theoretically, this research hopes to enrich the study of 
English especially in Figurative language can be described as a type of language 
that uses a different word or phrase from the literal meaning. It intends to 
explain, provide information, redundant or change, and imitate, and to help 
more easily understand the meaning of figurative language in song lyrics. 

Figurative language is language that uses words or expressions with a 
meaning that is different from the literal interpretation. It cannot be understood 
literary because the words are used in non- literal sense. Reaske (1966:33) said 
figurative language as language, which employs various figures of speech on 
kind of language, which departs from the language employed in the traditional, 
literal ways of describing person or objects. Figurative language can also be used 
to express of feeling like theme, ideas, and feeling of the author. Usually it is 
used in the situation and the condition of the fact. The author writes the literary 
work using language as the instrument. Language can influence the reader and 
make positive effect. Figurative language can be found in poetry, book, fiction, 
webtoon, song lyrics, and many more. 

Lyrics become the important part of the song.Akbary et al. (2018) explains 
that the existence of lyrics in music reveals the feeling, emotion, mode, state 
of mind, expression or thought etc. Actually, lyrics are the musical only in a 
symbolic way. It is created by lyric poets which is paying attention to such 
matters as patterns of repetition and variation. 

According to Ferber (2012), lyric is a piece of the words and the short 
poem that be sung. As a short poem, lyrics express personal emotion or have to 
do with such a poem: a lyric poet. Jones (2002) also claims that lyrics are the 
words that make up a song usually consisting of verses and choruses. Lyric has 
the number of words, poem, metaphor or language.
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3. Research Methodology

3.1.  Subject 
In this research the writer will use qualitative descriptive. Descriptive 

research studies are concerned with describing certain individual characteristics.
The object of this research is the song lyrics of Anne Marie. Researchers 

prefer to analyze the lyrics of the song Anne Marie to find the figurative 
language and the actual meaning in the figurative language of the lyrics in the 
song. The song’s lyrics are the subject to be analyzed of the debut album or the 
first appearance of “Speak Your Mind”. The songs consist of a fourth song, all 
of them: Cry, Ciao Adios, Bad Girlfriend, 2002.

3.2. Instruments 
The author used document data collection techniques to collect data in 

this. In this study the writer presents several data collection techniques. For 
collecting the data, the writer opens the website to get song lyrics from Anne 
Marie. Then, the writer opens You Tube to view the lyrics with notes or videoclip 
from Anne Marie.

3.3. Data Analysis Procedures  
The data analysis is a way to convert existing data into information or 

knowledge. What is called data analysis is how the process of applying statistical 
or logical techniques regularly. The data analysis procedure is described as 
follows: First step, identifying the data from the song lyrics. In this section, the 
writer-utterances can be categorized as figurative language. Second, sentence 
song lyric data grouping, the writer groups the lines in the song lyric for for 
finding what types of figurative language.The writer classified the figurative 
language based on song lyrics, it is classified based on the use of the words, and 
then identified line or use of the words. Then the author used a table to make it 
easier for readers to understand it. Third, explain the data from the song’s lyrics. 
After the writer identifies and classifies the types of figurative language, then the 
writer explains the results of the identification and classification by analyzing 
the lyrics of figurative language in the song.
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4. Findings
The author analyzes the figurative language of these songs by the theory 

of Kennedy and Gioia (2005: 118) and Harya, 2017 which consists of simile, 
onomatopoeia, hyperbole, repetition, irony, and metaphor. Researchers discovered 
figurative language from Anne Marie’s song “Speak Your Mind”. 4.1. Table lyrics of 
the native language songs for each song on Anne Marie’s debut album.

Song’s lyrics Kind of Figurative 
Language

A. Song: Ciao Adios
1. Ask you once, ask you twice now
2. After there, after four times
3. Does it take to get smarter? 
4. Hope you treat her better than you treated me

Repetition
Repetition
Irony
Simile

B.     Song: Cry
1. People always try to take, take, take my crown
2. Another piece of luxury like me 
3. You couldn’t even make, make, make my tea

Repetition 
Simile 
Repetition

C. Song: Bad Girlfriend
1. (Huh)
2. I’m a bad girlfriend, I’m a Bad Girlfriend 
3. You make me dinner then, I order take-away
4. Cause I’m one in a million, more like in a billion
5. And not lie to you like I do 

Onomatopoeia 
Repetition  
Metaphor 
Simile 
Simile 

D. Song: 2002
1. Light as a feather 
2. And it went just like this 
3. But acting like grown-ups 
4. Like we are in the present
5. We are more than lovers 
6. Oops, I got 99 problems singing bye, bye, bye
7. Singing at the top of both our lungs

Simile 
Simile 
Simile 
Simile 
Simile 
Hyperbole 
Hyperbole

Based on this table, the researchers found the lyrics of the native language songs 
for each song on Anne Marie’s debut album. They are Ciao Adios which consists of 
two Repetitions, one Irony, and one Simile. Cry consists of two Repetitions, and one 
Simile. Bad Girlfriend consists of two Similes, one Repetition, one Metaphor, and 
one Onomatopoeia. 2002 consisted of five Similes, and two Hyperbole.
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The author classified the figurative language of Anne Marie’s songs “Speak Your 
Mind”. This step is done to distinguish the types of figurative language and figurative 
language sentences so that readers can better understand the results of this study.

After analyzing the data and classifying the figurative language of the song 
Lyrics in the Anne Marie album, in this chapter the author discusses the findings of 
data analysis using the theory of Kennedy and Gioia (2005: 118) and Harya, 2017.

No. Kind of Figurative 
Language

Song’s lyrics

1. Repetition 1. People always try to take, take, take my crown
2. You couldn’t even make, make, make my tea
3. Ask you once, ask you twice now
4. After three, after four times
5. I’m a bad girlfriend, I’m a bad girlfriend

2. Simile 1. Another piece of luxury like me
2. Hope you treat her better than you treated me
3. Light as a feather 
4. And it went just like this 
5. But acting like grown-ups
6. Like we are in the present
7. We are more than lovers
8. Cause I’m one in a million, more like in a billion 
9. And not lie to you like I do 

3. Onomatopoeia 1. Huh 
4. Irony 1. Does it take to get smarter? 
5. Hyperbole 1. Oops, I got 99 problems singing bye, bye, bye

2. Singing at the top of both our lungs
6. Metaphor 1. You make me dinner then, I order take-away

5. Discussion 
The following is the discussion of the research findings. It starts with the 

summary of data, followed by its explanation on the meaning of each lyric. 
After determining, identifying, classifying, and analyzing all the data, the 
researcher concluded that from the four songs in Anne Marie’s debut album 
“Speak Your Mind” from the findings and analysis that had been carried 
out, the author found 24 sentences that included figurative language. All of 
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these terms are divided into six categories. There are, simile, irony, metaphor, 
repetition, hyperbole, onomatopoeia. If all the songs that have been analyzed 
are formed in the respective percentage of figures of speech, Repetition 20%, 
Simile 37.5%, Onomatopoeia 10%, Irony 4.1% Hyperbole 4.1%, Metaphor 
4.1%. Based on the theory of Kennedy and Gioia (2005: 129) the author only 
finds three figures of speech, whereas according to Harya’s theory, 2017 the 
writer only finds two figures of speech and another theory used by Syafitri& 
Marlinton, 2018 the writer finds figures of speech because these terms are a 
type of language is a common metaphor for analyzing song lyrics to make them 
look more beautiful. The author uses this figurative language to show that the 
song lyrics are not used as colloquial language and will make the listener/reader 
make their own interpretation. This is very important because it gives a good 
picture when they read something. In addition, the writer only chose four songs 
from Anne Marie’s debut album “Speak Your Mind” because the songs tell 
about Anne Marie’s love journey. This thesis ends with a presentation on the 
conclusion.

Song Analysis: Cry - Anne Marie “Speak Your Mind” 
The writer thinks that she will not be a surrender. But someone who has 

made her fall in love will bring her into sorrow. There is always someone who 
wants to take the crown. One day Anne Marie saw her ex-boyfriend Crying 
because he was disappointed by the person she chose at that time. Anne Marie’s 
ex-boyfriend begged to be given another chance and has realized his mistake. 
There are three types of figure of speech that will be explained in this part, such as:

People are always trying to take, take, take my crown this lyric include 
repetition because there are repetitions of the word in the sentence to intensify 
it in the appropriate context. The goal, to emphasize that someone always wants 
to take the crown. The message that can be taken is to be careful in doing 
something because no one knows that there are other people’s struggles behind 
our struggles.

You couldn’t even make, make, make my tea this lyric include repetition 
because Anne Marie repeats the word “make” to emphasize that the person can 
never make her happy. Emphasis on “make” when interpreted as to make. In 
the song lyrics, it means you can’t even make tea. The message that can be taken 
is to be grateful for what you have now, this moment and now. Never hurt 
anyone willing to accompany you with all your heart because someone’s destiny 
can never be seen easily.
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Another piece of luxury like me singer used simile because in above lyric 
used the word “like” the song used a parable because it compares itself. At first 
glance, the meaning of the song’s lyric is “as precious as myself ”. The essence 
of these lyrics, Anne Marie said that her sincerity can never be found in others. 
The message that can be taken from the song is to try to accept someone’s 
shortcomings.

Song Analysis: Ciao Adios – Anne Marie “Speak Your Mind”
From the meaning of the song, there is a red thread in the contents of 

the song Ciao Adios which means goodbye. In the first verse of the verse, Anne 
Marie tells how a man who already has a woman, has a lipstick kiss on his 
collar. Meanwhile, men said that the kiss was from a female friend not from an 
affair. This song is also the song for Anne Marie’s request to break up with her 
lover.There are four types of figure of speech that will be explain in this part, 
such as:

Ask once, ask twice now in Ciao Adios’ lyric it is always a repetition of 
words, one of which is “Ask” in one sentence. The meaning that can be taken 
from this song is that he always asks his girlfriend and asks her to tell him what 
happened. The message of the song’s lyrics is to say honestly and do not wait 
for someone to ask and get angry first, then we will tell the truth because it will 
destroy, besides being considered a liar, it is also considered cowardice.

After three, after four timesthe sentenceis repetition because there is 
a repetition of a word in one sentence which is considered very important in 
a song by Ciao Adios, namely “after”. The meaning of the song is after saying 
three or four times it’s done just because you want to know what happened.

Does it take to get smarter? this lyric is ironybecause it refers to a satirical 
sentence. What can be explained is what kind of intelligence you have so as 
not to be deceived into knowing that he is ambivalent to other women. The 
message that can be taken is do not be greedy to hurt your partner, it’s better to 
tell the truth if you don’t love than playing behind it to break someone’s heart.

Hope you treat her better than you treated me In the lyric, the singer 
used simile for used the word “Than” to compare treatment. The meaning of 
the song is that he hopes his ex-lover will not behave in a bad way when dating 
a woman other than him. The message that can be taken from this song is that 
bad behavior or those that can disappoint someone should be thrown away 
because, in addition to disappointing people, it can also return to ourselves, for 
example, if we plant badness then we will also get worse the next day.



399English Teaching, Literature and Linguistics (Eternal)

Song Analysis: 2002 – Anne Marie “Speak Your Mind”
The meaning of the 2002 song from Anne Marie is about reminiscing 

when she was eleven years old, namely in 2002, she loved someone and acted 
like an adult who talks about love. Now that he’s with the right person, it makes 
him feel young and like the feeling that brings him back to when he was a 
teenager at eleven years old who did not have any worries about anything.There 
are three types of figure of speech that will be explain in this part, such as:

Light as a feather this lyric is a simile because there is the word “As” 
which is used for the parable of the connecting sentence between “light” and 
“feather”, but at first glance the meaning is light as a feather. The meaning of 
the lyrics of this song tells of Anne Marie’s feelings when reminiscing about the 
sweet moment when she was kissed by her lover without realizing that she was 
still a teenager.

And it went just like this the sentence is asimile because there is a “Like” 
for the parable in the connecting sentence. The meaning of the lyrics is that the 
events that occurred at that time were exactly the same as the events in 2002.

But acting grown-ups in this line, the singer used a  simile because he 
used “Like” as a parable. At first glance, the meaning is acting like an adult. 
The meaning of the lyrics of this song is that in 2002 Anne Marie and her 
boyfriend were eleven years old (teenagers), they acted like adults when they 
felt the beauty of love.

Like we are in present the sentence includes a  simile. This shows the 
conjunction which expresses the parable explicitly between the circumstances 
of 2002 (adolescents) and now (adults). At first glance, the meaning of these 
lyrics is what we are today. The meaning of the lyrics of this song is to remember 
the same incident in 2002.

We are more than lovers Anne Marie used similein this lyric. Shown in 
the parable connecting “we” and “love”. At first glance, the meaning of the lyric 
of this song impish that they were more than just lovers. The meaning of the 
song is an explanation of their relationship in 2002 where they acted more than 
a couple, friendship, and partner in life.

Oops, I got 99 problems singing bye, bye, bye something over-pronounced 
to emphasize the information from these lyrics. In this lyric, it used hyperbole 
because Anne Marie wrote “99 problems” at first glance the meaning of the 
lyrics is that I have 99 problems singing bye, bye, bye. The meaning of the 
lyric of this song is actually the singer is going through various problems, but 
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the lyric is written too much. I don’t think everyone can count the problem no 
matter how much.

Singing at the top of both our lungsthe lyric is hyperbole because at first 
glance the meaning of the lyric is singing in both lungs. I thought it would 
never happen and that was too much. The meaning that can be taken from this 
lyric is that when the singer was young, he sang his heart out when he faced all 
the problems that occurred.

Song Analysis:Bad Girlfriend – Anne Marie “Speak Your Mind”
Anne Marie has experience with her love story that once got a bad guy 

and broke her heart. Because of that experience, Anne Marie wanted revenge 
through songs and became a bad boyfriend too, she said that I was a bad 
boyfriend. Her lover made plans but canceled too. Said to come back early but 
in reality, it did not. His lover’s mother said she hated him, thinking he was lazy. 
Her boyfriend’s friends persuaded her to leave her. The singer also said that his 
girlfriend told him when his birthday was, but he forgot about it. He stayed 
behind because his lover always gave him all the money he had. There are four 
types of figure of speech that will be explained in this part, such as:

Huh singers put onomatopoeia at the first line. The word that is written 
«Huh» does not actually mean anything but it is possible that the singer wanted 
this to help describe a condition that is told in this song. The goal is that listeners 
can quickly understand this song.

And not lie to you like I dothe lyric usedsimile because they use the word 
“like” at first glance the meaning of the lyric, which is not going to lie as I did 
to you. The mean that can be taken from this lyric is that Anne Marie said that 
her lover would find someone who could build goodness or truth and would 
never lie to her like she treated her lover.

Cause I’m one in a million, more like a billion the singer used simile 
because they contain the word “like” in the verse. This is, of course, a metaphor 
for comparison. At first glance, the meaning of these lyrics is because I am one 
in a million and one as in a billion. The meaning of these lyrics Anne Marie says 
that she is only one in a million, whatever is done will never be done by women 
and will never find anywhere.

I’m a bad girlfriend, I’m a Bad Girlfriend In the sentence isrepetition 
because there is a repetition in one sentence which aims to emphasize this 
song, which is “bad”. At first glance, the meaning of this lyric is that I am a 
bad girlfriend. The meaning that Anne Marie can take to clarify “I am a bad 
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girlfriend” aims to tell her boyfriend that she really doesnot deserve to be her 
lover.

You make me dinner then, I order take-away a metaphor is a variation 
that directly compares two things. Can be explained to describe a thing by 
referring. In this lyric, the singer used a metaphor. Metaphorical expressions are 
denoted by “make and order”. At first glance, it means that you make dinner 
that I order take-out. The meaning of the song Anne Marie wants to describe 
that Anne Marie deliberately makes bad things to her lover by doing a behavior 
that creates disputes with her lover in any case and never finds common ground.

6. Conclusion 
Based on the researcher’s findings, the researcher found the following: First, 

there are many kinds of figurative language in the lyrics of Anne Marie’s song “Speak 
Your Mind”.  In 4 songs, there are 19 lyrics that contain figurative language as 
mentioned in the table of findings and discussions. The most dominant type is the 
simile. Second, the non-literal meaning in the album that the writer analyzes is about 
the singer’s love journey. Many lessons can be taken from the songs in the album 
“Speak Your Mind”, one of which is to motivate us that we should not be someone 
who gives up easily and about how we should treat our partners and not compare 
our lovers with someone else. From the analysis, it can be concluded that figurative 
language in song lyrics is very important in several songs on Anne Marie’s debut 
album which has been analyzed by researchers because figurative language is able to 
beautify the song and this is very helpful for listeners to describe and fantasize stories 
and characters based on illustrations that have been given by the author of the lyrics 
of the song.

Researcher suggests that those who are committed to studying lyric analysis can 
take advantage of many approaches such as figurative language in understanding the 
background and message of their paper.
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