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Abstract.  

The purpose of this study is to raise primary students' interest in reading and to enhance their 

reading comprehension through media-based education using an Android app that is centered 

on the Indonesian folktale Book Buddies. The grades of the primary pupils level that the student 

checked at the beginning of the app landing page set apart the contents of the app. In this study, 

descriptive research was used in conjunction with quantitative data. The participants are media 

experts, content experts, English education learning practitioners, and Semarang elementary 

school students. The learning object is Book Buddies, an Android app based on an Indonesian 

folktale, which serves as a media-based learning tool for English-subject schools and 

incorporates visual communication, content, questioning, app design, software engineering, and 

language aspects. The study's outcome is an educational app that uses English-language 

Indonesian folklore as one of the media-based learning tools to improve primary students' 

reading comprehension and interest. 

Keyword: Indonesian folklore story Book Buddies,  ADDIE, elementary student. 

1. Introduction  

1.1 Enviromental potential 

The "Five Day Battle in Semarang" is one of the city's most well-known historical events. 

Semarang is also known as the City of Atlas, the City of Lumpia, the Venice of Java, the Harbor 

of Java, and the Semarang Charm of Asia. Semarang's credibility in the realm of education 

cannot be questioned. The Mayor of Semarang attempted to broaden the network of 

collaboration to enhance the quality and quality of education in the city of Semarang in response 

to the Semarang City Education Council's (DPKS) initiative to improve the city's educational 

system. "All sides must put up a lot of effort if this aspiration is to become reality. The Semarang 

City Education Council (DPKS) is prepared to combine all available resources to assist the 

implementation of the city's grand plan "Friday, September 7, 2021, at budiyanto on Tribun 

Jateng news. 
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The Semarang City Education Council (DPKS) of Semarang City has made efforts to optimize 

all available potential to assist the drive to enhance the quality and appropriate level of 

education, according to Prof. Rustono, the chairman of the Central Java Provincial Board of 

Education. It is clear that Semarang has a lot of potential for investment, not just in the school 

sector but also in the cattle, plantation, agricultural, and tourist industries. 

 

The term "Book Buddies" refers to reading companions. This term was chosen since it refers to 

books as being enjoyable, just like the word pals refers to a buddy. 

This can assist educators in introducing different types of Indonesian folklore with the goal of 

"Increasing Interest in Reading of Elementary School (SD) Pupils Via Application-Based 

Learning Media Book Buddies Children's Tales". 

 

Environmental requirements 

When pupils first enroll in junior high school (SMP), their vocabulary knowledge is low. 

Students at Junior High School (SMP) should already be familiar with 1500 words in English 

that they learned in elementary school (SD). 

In 2018, the Ministry of Education and Culture conducted a study, and the findings revealed 

that only about 26.9% of primary school children had read English literature in the previous 

year. Most of the others have never read a book in English or find it challenging to do so. 

 

Also, a research by Herawati (2017) revealed that the enthusiasm of primary kids in reading 

English materials was quite poor. Just 9.4% of pupils reported enjoying reading English 

literature; the majority of them felt disinterested or bored. 

 

The findings of a study by Siswanto and Suyitno (2019) indicate that a number of factors, 

including a lack of exposure to and instruction in English, a lack of English books suitable for 

students' ages and reading preferences, and a lack of support from family and school, contribute 

to elementary school students' lack of interest in reading English texts. Also, junior high school 

instructors have a number of challenges that must be overcome, including the lack of student 

practice, the difficulty of English, the lack of resources and tools for teaching, and the lack of 

enthusiasm among students (SMP). In order to increase students' interest in reading, the project 

was titled "Increasing Reading Interest of Elementary School (SD) Pupils Using Application-

Based Learning Media Book Buddies Children's Tales." Teachers and students will find it 

simple to use and straightforward to download this ebook. So, it is anticipated that this concept 

will make it easier for teachers to urge pupils to study by piqueing their interest in reading 

English. This will make learning more fascinating, enjoyable, and less tedious. Moreover, it is 

anticipated that this design would boost pupils' excitement for studying at home and at school. 

 

1.3 Scope of beneficiaries  

Indonesia is home to a rising number of elementary schools. The number of schools 

expanding from elementary schools (SD), junior high schools (SMP), to senior high schools is 
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due to the growing Indonesian population (SMA). There are 217,283 schools in Indonesia for 

the 2020–2021 academic year, with elementary schools (SD) making up the majority of those. 

Figure 1: Number of Schools in Indonesia by Education Level in the 2020/2021 Academic Year 

 

 

 

 

Source: Central Bureau of Statistics (BPS), 26 November 2021 

According to Figure 1, Indonesia has 148,743 elementary schools (SD), which lead the list, 

followed by 40,597 junior high schools (SMP). Senior High School (SMA) and Vocational 

High School (SMK) enrollments are nearly equal with 13,865 for Senior High School (SMA) 

and 14,078 for Vocational High School (SMK). The introduction is given cohesively in the 

form of paragraphs that are up to 10-15% of the article's length, single-spaced, and using Times 

New Roman font size 12 pt. Include a brief history of the issue, the research questions, the goal, 

and the advantages of the study. 

Figure 2 Data on the distribution of schools in the city of Semarang 

 

 

 

2. In the meanwhile, in Semarang City, the provincial capital of Central Java. In Semarang 

City, there were 601 elementary schools (SD), 233 junior high schools (SMP), 109 senior high 
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schools (SMA), and 89 vocational high schools (SMK), which were distributed across 16 

districts. One of their senior English instructors was interviewed by reporters from SMP Negeri 

8 Surakarta. 

3.  

4. According to the expert, the primary obstacle to studying English is a lack of student 

motivation, and many pupils view English as a challenging subject. Senior instructor at SMP 

Negri 8 Surakarta, Mr. Drs. Darwanto, agreed that there wasn't enough time for practice and 

that a lack of resources and instructional materials made it difficult to teach. Also, using boring 

instructional materials makes pupils less interested in learning new words. 

5.  

6. According to Basic Educator and Education Statistics (Dapodik), just 4% of Indonesia's 

primary schools currently provide English instruction. For instance, in Badung Regency and 

Denpasar City in Bali Province, English is taught at a percentage exceeding 50%. In Indonesia, 

English is taught in the primary grades at the greatest rates in Badung and Denpasar City. 

7.  

8. According to Dapodik statistics, 208 out of the 278 primary schools in Badung Regency 

have an English teaching program, or 75%. Denpasar City, in contrast, scored 66% because, of 

the 227 elementary schools, 150 of them offered English instruction. These statistics show that 

certain schools are familiar with the government's policy of having English taught in primary 

schools. As a result, some primary schools will no doubt find it simple to follow the strategy. 

9.  

10. On the internet, there are numerous options for reading resources that enhance vocabulary 

study. Yet, boring and unchanging learning might affect students' enthusiasm in their studies 

and does nothing to motivate them to study. The design concept, "Increasing Interest in Reading 

of Elementary School Students (SD) Via Learning Media Based on the Book Buddies 

Children's Story Application," was developed in light of this background. According to Herdian 

in Aris Shoimin (2014), this concept employs a visual learning approach, which is a learning 

model that thinks learning would be successful by focusing on sight and involving pupils. The 

sense of sight is used in this learning process through observation or seeing, sketching, showing, 

reading, using media, and employing objects and props. Because the learning content will be 

seen or seen and recalled by the brain, vision is crucial in this media. With this learning 

paradigm, the emphasis is on offering learning opportunities based on different skills 

(Competency Based). 

11. This media will be as visually appealing as feasible, cost little money, and be simple for 

teachers or students to utilize. In order to boost students' interest in reading English texts as well 

as a diversity of stories from both within and outside the nation, it is intended that the design of 
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this learning medium would assist educators in giving instruction that is more varied, not 

boring. 

12. 2. Literature Review  

13. Theory is incorporated into the design of "Book Buddies Child Stories Application-Based 

Learning Media To Enhance Elementary School (Sd) Kids' Reading Interest" to enable its 

realization. A hypothesis about learning serves as the foundation for this design. The hypothesis 

that guided the creation of this learning tool is as follows. 

14. 1. The theory of habit 

15. A psychology concept known as the "theory of habituation" or "habituation" refers to an 

organism's diminished reaction to frequent, unharmful stimuli. Habituation is the process by 

which animals learn to disregard continuous stimuli such that they no longer cause the same 

response, according to psychologist Dr. James L. McGaugh. Book Buddies Child Story 

Application-Based Learning Media To Enhance Elementary School (Sd) Kids' Reading Interest 

was a concept that was turned into a visual stimulus. By being open to accepting behavioral 

changes (the Law of Ready) and given repetition, the association between stimuli and reaction 

can be reinforced (Law of Exercise). In order for pupils to learn effectively, instructors must 

make sure that they are ready to take the material. It's important to monitor and assess the use 

of stimuli in order to ensure that pupils fully comprehend the lessons being taught. The 

predicted behavior change is for students who don't care about reading English-language 

materials to start caring and for students who do care to start caring. 

16. 2. The significance of visual material 

17. There is no denying that the human brain can digest visuals 60,000 times more quickly 

than words (Thermopylae Sciences). Because humans are often drawn to things through their 

eyes, images are crucial in many ways. For instance, in business, education, and entertainment. 

Humans may also determine the meaning of a picture just by using their eyes to gaze at it. For 

instance, the brain will instantly evaluate the thing being viewed by the eye when visiting a 

museum that exhibits various types of image creations and sculptures. The brain then 

determines the significance of the picture or statue. Additional examples include murals, 

leaflets, brochures, billboards, commercials, and so forth. One picture may be processed by a 

human in approximately 13 milliseconds (Massachusetts Institute of Technology). 

18.  

19. 3. Teaching innovation 

20. The theory of innovation in teaching pushes educators to continually create cutting-edge 

instructional strategies to enhance student learning results. A 2006 research by Durrington, 

Berryhill, and Swafford found that using technology into instruction can considerably enhance 

students' learning results. 94 students and instructors from a middle school in the United States 
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participated in this study. Students who took lessons utilizing technology performed on tests on 

average 14.7% better than those who exclusively attended classes using conventional methods 

of instruction. 

21. The concept of "Book Buddies Child Story Application-Based Learning Media To Increase 

Elementary School (Sd) Students' Reading Interest" will aid educators in their instruction 

because it is more interesting and less monotonous, which will impact students' interest in and 

motivation for participating in the learning process. 

22. 4. Encourage reading interest 

23. Godman (in Solehuddin, et al., 2009: 7.2) asserts that reading fosters a person's 

comprehension of their own mental processes as well as their understanding of the spiritual 

realm. Reading gives one access to the ideas and teachings of teachers and spiritual leaders who 

have acquired a higher level of consciousness and comprehension. A person's ability to read 

also broadens their perspectives and viewpoints on the world, which enhances their spiritual 

experiences. The purpose of "Book Buddies Child Story Application-Based Learning Media 

To Enhance Elementary School (Sd) Students' Reading Interest" is to present children's stories 

to Elementary School (SD) students so they may comprehend the moral lessons included in 

each narrative. 

24.  

25. 5. The influence of children's literature on cognitive development 

26. John Piaget thought that children's literature may aid in the cognitive development of 

young children. Children's literature can aid in the understanding and development of abstract 

ideas like relationships between objects, time, and space. 

27.  

28. Children start to use concrete reasoning and comprehend causation throughout the 

operational concrete stage (7–12 years old). Children in this stage might benefit from reading 

books for children that have storylines that are clear and consistent as they learn to solve 

problems and comprehend cause-and-effect relationships. 

29. Children's stories, according to Nurgiyanto (2005: 217), are literary creations for children 

that take the form of prose and describe events or experiences based on the chronological order 

that someone has actually experienced them. They can also take the form of imaginative tales 

that depict the world of children. 

30. 6. Folktales 

31. Oral folklore is one way to categorize folklore. Folk language, traditional expressions, 

customary inquiries, and poetry are only a few of the folklore forms (genres) that fall under this 
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broad category. Fables, legends, and myths are the three categories into which folklore is broken 

down by the Ministry of Education and Culture. There are 945 folktales in 34 Indonesian 

provinces, according to the Directorate General of Culture (Ditjen), a division of the Ministry 

of Education and Culture. This total includes 95 myths, 465 stories, and 385 fables. Examples 

include the Kelingking Sakti from Jambi, the Lutung Kasarung from Pasundan territory, the 

Timun Mas from Central Java, and the Eagle Conqueror fairy story from South Sulawesi. 

32. According to their age, kids may learn more about the cultures and tales of each location 

through Indonesian folklore. The idea of "Increasing Interest in Reading of Elementary School 

(SD) Students Through Application-Based Learning Media Book Buddies Children" will aid 

students in comprehending moral messages as well as gaining an understanding of folklore 

from various regions due to the culture that is taught through folklore. 

33. Method  

Structure of the Study 

This study used a qualitative research technique with a descriptive strategy. The purpose of the 

study was to assess how well the Book Buddies application increased elementary school 

children' interest in reading. In Semarang, Indonesia, the study covered two primary schools. 

 

Topics for Research 

30 primary school kids in grades 1-6 and 10 English language instructors served as the study's 

subjects. Using the use of convenience sampling, the participants were chosen. 

 

Equipment and Methods for Data Collecting 

The information was gathered from a variety of sources, including participant observation, in-

depth interviews, and online surveys. To get input from kids on how to utilize the Book Buddies 

app, an online poll was created. To get the instructors' opinions on the app's usefulness, 

extensive interviews were performed with them. Participant observation was used to learn how 

the Book Buddies program was being used in the classroom. 

 

Statistical Analysis Methods 

Using qualitative data analysis methodologies, the information gathered from the surveys, 

interviews, and observations was examined. The information was initially transcribed, after 

which it underwent coding and topic categorization for analysis. The conclusions were then 

drawn by comparing and interpreting the themes. 

 

Methodology of the Research 

The study took place over a four-week period. The Book Buddies application was presented to 

and used by the participants throughout the first week. The application's implementation in the 

classroom took up the following three weeks. The information was gathered during the 

implementation phase, and the outcomes were examined when it was over. The results were 
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given in the form of themes and interpretations, and they were used to make judgments on how 

well the Book Buddies program worked to increase primary school pupils' interest in reading. 

34. Finding and Discussion 

35. Using qualitative data analysis methodologies, the information gathered from the surveys, 

interviews, and participant observation was examined. Following transcription, the information 

was classified according to the study's goals and questions. When the categories were arranged 

into themes and patterns, conclusions and suggestions could be made. 

36. The usage of the Book Buddies program greatly increases elementary school children' 

interest in reading, according to the study's tested premise. The replies of students who utilized 

the program and those who did not were compared during the data processing process. The 

hypothesis was then supported or disproved using the themes and patterns found via the data 

analysis. 

37. The outcomes of the data analysis demonstrated that the Book Buddies program 

significantly increased elementary school pupils' enthusiasm in reading. Compared to kids who 

didn't utilize the program, those who did showed a better degree of involvement and interest in 

reading. Also, it was shown that the program helped pupils increase their vocabulary in English. 

38. The results of this study lend credence to the idea that using the Book Buddies app might 

increase elementary school pupils' interest in reading. The research advises using the program 

as a supplement to formal schooling to help students learn more and develop a future passion 

in reading 

39. Conclusion  

1. The purpose of this study was to determine how 

well the Book Buddies application increased elementary school children' interest in reading. 

According to the study's findings, using the program dramatically raised students' reading 

interest and engagement. The application was also proven to be successful in increasing pupils' 

English vocabulary. These results imply that the Book Buddies app might help primary school 

pupils become more interested in reading and improve their understanding. 

2. This study's findings are in line with earlier 

studies that have demonstrated the beneficial impact of technology-based treatments on reading 

interest and comprehension. This study adds to the expanding corpus of research on the 

efficiency of digital technologies in fostering reading interest and comprehension. The usage 

of digital devices like tablets and smartphones has grown in popularity in education. 

3. The fact that the Book Buddies app gives 

children a pleasant and engaging method to interact with reading content might be one reason 
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for its efficacy. The design of the program, which contains vibrant images and interactive 

elements, may have boosted students' attention and engagement. 

4. It is crucial to remember that this study includes 

a number of restrictions. First of all, the study was only done in one Semarang primary school, 

and the sample size was rather tiny. As a result, the findings might not apply to different groups 

or situations. Second, the study only evaluated short-term impacts; more research is required to 

determine the application's usefulness over the long run. 

5. The results of this study indicate that the Book 

Buddies app may be a useful tool for encouraging reading interest and comprehension among 

primary school pupils, to sum up. However, more investigation is required to examine its long-

term impacts and evaluate its efficacy in various demographics and circumstances. 

Notwithstanding its limitations, this study adds to the expanding body of research on the success 

of technology-based interventions in education and offers insightful information on the 

potential of digital technologies to increase reading engagement and comprehension. 
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