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ABSTRAK

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk memberikan gambaran umum tentang nilai dari gambar seri
yang digunakan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan komunikasi lisan siswa dan untuk meningkatkan
kemampuan mereka dalam mengkomunikasikan keinginan mereka untuk mengetahui pendapat orang
lain. Meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara bahasa Inggris dalam mengungkapkan meminta pendapat
adalah fokus dari penelitian ini. Penelitian ini dilakukan dalam dua siklus dan menggunakan media
gambar berseri dengan pendekatan berbasis genre untuk siswa kelas enam di Sekolah Menengah
Kejuruan (SMK) Semarang. Media yang sangat membantu anak-anak untuk melanjutkan ekspresi
berdasarkan karya seni yang disediakan adalah gambar seri. Selain itu, karena proses GBA yang sesuai,
Pendekatan Berbasis Genre secara efektif direalisasikan untuk membantu siswa dalam memahami
buku. Peneliti menggunakan dua siklus penelitian tindakan kelas, dengan setiap siklus terdiri dari
perencanaan, pelaksanaan, pengamatan, dan refleksi. Penelitian ini kemudian menemukan bahwa
beberapa siswa di kelas 9 mahir dalam menceritakan kembali dongeng karena media yang digunakan;
media papan cerita dapat meningkatkan pengalaman berbicara siswa. Namun demikian, penelitian ini
sampai pada kesimpulan bahwa menggunakan storyboard dapat menjadi alat yang berguna untuk
membantu guru dan siswa dalam meningkatkan kemampuan siswa. Penelitian selanjutnya dapat
dilakukan dengan menggunakan media storyboard dan pendekatan berbasis genre untuk membantu
siswa memahami konteks subjek atau teks.

Kata kunci: Kemampuan Menulis; Materi Meminta Pendapat; Pendekatan Berbasis Teks; Picture

Series

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide an overview of the value of image series that are used to promote
students’ spoken communication skills and to improve their capacity to communicate their desire to
know others' opinions. Improving English speaking abilities in the expressing of asking for an opinion
is the focus of this study. It was completed in two cycles and used picture series medium with a genre-
based approach for sixth-grade pupils at Semarang Vocational High School. The medium that definitely
helped the kids continue the expression based on the provided artwork is picture series. Additionally,
because the GBA processes are appropriate, the Genre-Based Approach is effectively realized to aid
learners in understanding the book. The researcher used two cycles of classroom action research, with
each cycle consisting of planning, carrying out, observing, and reflecting. The study then discovered that
certain students in grade 9 were proficient at recounting the tale because of the media used; the
storyboard medium might enhance the students' speaking experiences. Nevertheless, this study came to
the conclusion that using storyboards might be a useful tool for helping teachers and students both
advance students' abilities. The next study might be made a reality by utilizing storyboard media and a
genre-based approach to help students comprehend the context of the subject or text.

Keywords: Asking for an opinion, Genre-Based Approach, Picture Series, Speaking Competence
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1. INTRODUCTION

Oral communication skills are needed in
various life situations, both academic and
professional (Basuki & Saputri, 2020). This
helps them better understand language rules
and automatically improves their overall
language skills (Hafour & Al-Rashidy, 2020).
Speaking is a skill that needs to be developed.
In other words, good speaking skills play an
important role in many aspects of life,
including interpersonal communication,
career, education and social interactions in
general (Syafryadin; et al., 2019). Hasanah
and Syafar (2021) conducted research that
speaking proficiency is a process where
students need to speak but must use English.
They state that speaking requires interaction
with one or more participants (Harmer,
2001:271 cited by Hasanah & Syafar, 2021),
which means that effective speaking requires
a lot of listening.

Through observations made during
Field Teaching Practice (PPL) activities,
researchers found obstacles or problems in
class X of SMK Negeri 6 Semarang as the
result of the dialogue which focused on the
expression of asking for and giving an
opinion. Seeing this, the researcher proposed
or suggested using picture series media to
encourage students to achieve speaking skills
through the Genre-Based Approach syntax.

The picture series media provides an
overview and assistance to students to
develop words or sentences based on the
situation illustrations given. According to
Bruce (2011) in Hafour & Al-Rashidy (2020),
picture series are used to convey stories
through representational images that are not
distracting. By Basuki & Saputri (2020) in
their research, picture media (picture series)
is a medium that is a reproduction of the
original form in dimensional form, in the
form of photos or paintings. Based on
research written by Ramasari et al., (2021),
picture series will make students in the
teaching and learning process more
imaginative and creative. The combination of

project-based learning and picture series has
a positive impact on student learning.
Asyrifah et al.,, (2021) assess that picture
series help students think about how they
understand a story from photo frames, which
will improve their brainstorming skills.

English language skills include many
different  aspects, such as correct
pronunciation, understanding grammar,
appropriate use of vocabulary, and the ability
to speak with the right intonation and vowel
sounds for certain communication situations
(Fitria et al., 2021) and (Huriyah et al. .,
2020). And all companies currently only
recruit people who speak fluent and accurate
English (Sartika et al., 2022). Language
knowledge is considered theoretical rather
than applied such as language performance
(Hayati, 2020). Accuracy consists of the use
of vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation
through several activities, fluency takes into
account "the ability to keep going when
speaking spontaneously (Parmawati &
Inayah, 2019). For the assessment, the
assessment was carried out by Zaim et al.,
(2020), for Assessing speaking skills,
authentic assessment is an appropriate
method for measuring students' ability to
communicate orally in the language they are
learning.

Regarding students' speaking skills, the
material taught is asking for and giving an
opinion where students are asked to compose
dialogue or conversation texts. The
researcher's opinion is that this material is
important for students to teach and know.
The material of asking for and giving an
opinion is an important aspect of
communication in various contexts, whether
in casual conversations, business meetings,
academic discussions, or decision-making
processes.

The use of picture series media has
supported problem-based learning or
contextual learning where students in class
are given activities that encourage them to
talk. Students are actively involved, learn
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from the real world, and learn from each
other in the teaching and learning process.
Students learn material in a specific context,
which helps strengthen memory (Jubhari et
al., 2022).

Images provide visual context for
language learners, making it easier for
language learners to understand and
remember new words and phrases. When
students can associate words with images,
this helps them understand the meaning
more quickly (Hakim, 2022). Pairing text
with images can help students remember
vocabulary, grammar rules, or content more
easily (Hassan et al., 2021). Students tend to
be more motivated when presented with
visually attractive content (Hamer &
Rohimajaya, 2018). Additionally, Pictures
can introduce students to new vocabulary in a
natural and memorable way: Associating
words with pictures can help expand
vocabulary quickly (Hassan et al., 2021).

In learning situations that encourage
students to have speaking skills, the Genre-
Based Approach is used as a language
learning syntax because this approach is
suitable in the language learning sequence. .
The GBA-based approach not only has a
significant effect on the development of
students' and teachers' skills, but also has an
effect on improving language skills through
understanding various different types of
projects (Daniarti et al., 2020).

Apart from that, according to him, there
are 4 processes in using this learning model:
mentioned by Tachia & Loeneto (2018), the
first step taken is building knowledge about
the field or Building Knowledge of the Field.
This stage is also known as preparation for
entering a new topic of text by identifying the
topic. The second step is text modeling or
Modeling of the Text. At this stage, examples
of texts will be presented to students to
familiarize them with the type or genre of
target text, especially those related to the
linguistic characteristics and organization
found in that genre. The third step is the

general construction of the text to strengthen
students' confidence in their production skills
or Joint Construction of the Field. This leads
to the teacher's efforts to group students so
they can work together. The final stage is
independent construction or Independent
Construction of the Field. At this stage,
student achievement will be measured to
obtain information about the results.

This study shows that learning with
picture series significantly improves students'
speaking skills and encourages creativity and
critical thinking (Ramasari et al., 2021).
Based on the investigations and theories
above regarding the use of picture series
media in English language learning, the
researcher wants to conduct case-based
research on the use of picture series media as
an effort by teachers to encourage students to
improve their speaking skills in English
language learning on asking for opinion
material. (drafting dialogue) through a
Genre-Based Approach.

ARTICLE TYPE

Classroom Action Research (CAR) is a
research method commonly used by teachers
to improve their teaching in the classroom.
CAR usually occurs in several cycles in which
teachers identify problems or challenges in
their teaching, plan corrective actions,
implement those changes in the classroom,
and then evaluate the results. Therefore,
teachers must master and develop three
career fields which are increasingly complex
along with developments in science and
technology. One of the skills that teachers
need to have is conducting classroom action
research to measure learning improvements
by recommending a number of treatments to
improve student learning processes and
outcomes.

CAR is often carried out in certain
cycles which include planning, action,
observation and reflection stages (Kemmis &
McTaggart, 1999). According to him,
classroom action research can help teachers
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improve classroom learning, identify effective
solutions and develop better learning
methods.

The following is an image developed
by (Kemmis & McTaggart, 1999) regarding
the syntax or cycle in classroom action

research:
F«.‘EFE;’\
< B

>
‘\_/'
>

ACT & OBSERVE

REFLECT

ACT & OBSERVE

Figure 1: Classroom Action
Research syntax

The description of the cycle above
provides an overview of CAR developed by
McTaggart (1999), where researchers from
the start must prepare a design or preparation
that is used to contain solutions to problems
that arise. On that basis, the tools or models
used must be planned during implementation
and observation; act is a step that allows
researchers to design an action on a problem
raised in class and then observe the potentials
that describe this development. And finally,
reflect or reflect on the steps taken in class.

Researchers have the opportunity to
complete cycle 2 development if they feel or
assess that cycle 1 thinking does not
emphasize the use of media, models or
techniques used. And in cycle 2, researchers
must continue as they did in cycle 1 to carry
out development.

2. RESEACH METHODOLOGY

To improve the learning experience in the
classroom, the research used is Classroom
Action Research. In this research, the CAR
method developed by Kemmis & Mc was

used. Taggart, with four components:
planning, implementation, observation and
reflection. The target subjects in this research
were students in class X 4 Hospitality at SMK
Negeri 6 Semarang for the 2023-2024
academic year.

The data sources for this classroom
action research were all students who were
research subjects, especially class to obtain
objective  data, interviews, classroom
observations and tests are needed. They were
36 students of class X.4 of SMK Negeri 6
Semarang.

In this case the researcher applied the
average value to analyze quantitative data. By
average, it meant the average of students'
speaking scores. The score was then
calculated by adding up all the scores and
dividing it by the number of students in the
class. The average score was called empirical
because it was obtained by taking into
account the overall class score. This value
must be above the ideal average to determine
good performance of the participant group.

Indicators of the success of this
research would be calculated and evaluated
based on several criteria: process assessment
criteria and student learning outcomes. These
criteria were considered complete if the
student's learning level in the material stating
the demands and opinions in class X.4
exceeds 75.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The findings put forward by the researcher in
the case summarized in class regarding
learning English in the realm of speaking
skills through the topic of asking for and
giving an opinion using a picture series was
evidence of the pretest results which still
showed a score below the KKM. The research
resulted per cycle were as follows:
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Table 1: The Result of Students’
Speaking Performance at class X.4

PENGGUNAAN PICTURE SERIES

CYCLE 2
ON

CYCLE 1

RE-TEST
EXPRESSION OF ASKING FOR AN OPINIO

According to the findings presented in
the table above, the students' skill scores at
the beginning before the use of picture series
media only reached a class score of 40.00, so
researchers need to make improvements in
learning in cycle 1 by using picture series
media through the Genre-Based Approach
(GBA). ). However, there were several
elements that were still considered lacking by
researchers, so learning was carried out again
using picture series media in cycle II using the
same media, namely GBA.

Pre-cycle

Pre-cycle is a series of activities at the
beginning before the use of media or
approaches applied in research in English
language learning. In the preparation phase,
the teacher prepared learning tools starting
from modules, teaching materials and
teaching aided that would be used before
carrying out the lesson. July 24 2023 was the
first week after the Introduction to the School
Environment (MPLS) activity so teachers
could use this session to carry out cognitive
and non-cognitive (related) diagnostic
(learning style) assessments of students in the
form of data. Students were also required to
create a learning contract which functions as
a guide in carrying out learning activities.
Therefore, the teacher wanted to create a
good and conducive learning environment so
that the learning process took place safely and
comfortably.

At the do or implementation stage, at
this stage the teacher took practical action in
the form of interesting learning outcomes and
invites students to participate in these
activities. Through a completion or
implementation mechanism, the teacher
provided a pre-test or exercise to measure and
learn how ready the students were before
providing complete material. The pre-test
was a basic speaking exercise based on the
expression text asking for and giving an
opinion, where students would be asked to
independently demonstrate an expression of
asking for and giving an opinion.

At the observation stage, assessments
that asked students to demonstrate speaking
skills independently in spoken text in the text
did not show results that were fully in line
with the learning objectives. The learning
objective intended for this unit is for students
to be able to communicate or present
expressive writing by asking questions and
giving opinions by paying attention to social
functions, text structure and linguistic
elements. Observations showed that 36
students in the previous test had speaking
deficiencies, where students still had
difficulty continuing the story asked, their
vocabulary was small and their expressions
were less than optimal. The results of the
table presented above provide the conclusion
that a number of students needed appropriate
guidance to achieve a score above the KKM,
namely 75.

In reflection syntax, the reflection
showed problems or incompetence in the
student's  skill areas which should
demonstrate the elements of speaking:
fluency, vocabulary, grammar, and sound
pronunciation due to the learning
experiences they experienced in class at the
junior high school level. To think, teachers
should provide appropriate means or
methods to reduce errors in certain aspects of
speaking skills and at the end of the learning
process, students could achieve the learning
goals that had been set.
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The picture series media was
considered appropriate in accordance with
several previous theories put forward at the
beginning such as research reported by
Hafour & Al-Rashidy (2020); Asyrifah et al.,
(2021); Ramasari et al., (2021) where this
media was quite helpful in learning language
or texts so that speakers were able to speak
fluently.

Cycle I

Cycle I was used to report the teacher's efforts
to improve the skills concerned by applying
methods or methods that suit the student's
personality, preparation and subject
difficulty. Planning for the first cycle of
teaching expression texts asking and giving
an opinion, namely by using picture series
material (story pictures): By reading pre-
cycle reflections on the results obtained, the
researcher intended to plan learning through
picture series using a genre-based approach
(GBA). Pay attention to the media used in the
picture series because this media had a role
and function in helping students remember
what they would convey through the images
in question; where the researcher would later
test students by providing only the intended
image and then students would prepare
themselves thoroughly in advance to
complete the intended task.

This plan was then reinforced with
several questionnaires distributed to
students, where the media that was originally
planned, namely the picture series media,
gave a positive impression. The following
were the results of the student questionnaire
sent on September 20 2023:

“Ilearn a text or language more easily if
the teacher gives me pictures so I can
remember the important points more easily”
(Student 1).

Likewise, the following response from
Student 2 regarding the use of picture series
media for learning English:

"If I have an idea when I speak, I feel
more confident" (Student 2)

Two students representing researchers
carried out learning about the expression text
asking for and giving an opinion using the
support of picture series media.

Building Knowledge of the Field (BKoF)
was the original syntax of learning texts
where students learned why and how learning
language texts was important for
understanding and performance; Modeling of
Text (MoT) was the second syntax that was
applied to provide initial capital for students
to become familiar with various forms of text
(spoken or written) or (audio or visual)
through many different sources; The third
syntax was Joint Construction of the Text
(JCoT). Researchers in this series created
opportunities for students to jointly realize
their learning styles (collaboration) through
composing texts with teacher support; and
the last one was Independent Construction of
Text (ICoT), researchers in the last case gave
students the freedom to write the text in
question independently without the help of
the teacher.

The above actions were consistent with
several previous studies (Tachia & Loeneto,
2018); (Artini et al., 2019); (Daniarti et al.,
2020) where the acquisition of GBA syntax
had a significant impact on students when
constructing several ideas or sentences.

Here were some responses that can be
justified:

“Teachers teach appropriate English
learning techniques or methods; I was taught
to speak by following lessons in class first.”
(Student 3)

In learning using picture series media
according to the GBA method, researchers
ensure that there is harmony between media
use and what students feel.

The first meeting occurred with the
BKOF approach; Students were introduced to
a number of theoretical approaches to
understand why they required to study the
expression text asking for and giving an
opinion (English), including the transmission
of social functions, how the text was
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structured (text structure) and what elements
looked-for to be understood and applied
when composing a text. dialog. Continuing
the second syntax, namely MOT, researchers
in this syntax exposed several methods of
expression text asking for and giving opinions
starting visually (PPT, printed documents,
documents for students or books); audio
visual (YouTube) also presented a variety of
expression text content from a number of
sources. At this meeting and syntax, the use of
picture series media facilited was introduced
to provide a clear and directed formation to
the text in question. With the help or means
of the teacher, he specifically provided notes
on the use of linguistic elements. Next is ICoT,
where students were given time, as a form of
learning experience, to compose text
independently using only the picture series
media that had been distributed. The role of
the teacher was not as important as JCoT
syntax, but the teacher still provided simple
instructions if students felt there were
obstacles in arranging sentences into
paragraphs, especially in the linguistic
elements of text, simple expressions of asking
and giving an opinion.

In the observation stage of cycle I,
observations in cycle I described and
validated how learning activities took place by
applying the GBA method through picture
series media in English subjects with the topic
of expression text asking for and giving an
opinion. The researcher believed that the
GBA method was suitable and appropriate for
encouraging and creating conducive
conditions for students to write. Further
observations revealed that in the second
syntax, especially MOT, where the teacher
provided various resources with different
content to equip students with different
learning styles and the method of delivering
the material did not only focus on the
student's voice. Teacher but presented in text
form text to PPT and audiovisual from
YouTube media. Assessment of aspects of
verbal expression utilized picture series

support was carried out by the teacher at the
end of the second lesson, where students
practiced each simple dialogue topic of asking
for and giving an opinion using broadcast
support or given assignments to students in
the previous lesson. The table resulted
presented above allow the students to
conclude that some of them experienced
changes in their speaking proficiency results;
Some students' scores improved quite
significantly, but there were still some
students who still required support in the
elements of fluency and pronunciation.

Through the GBA method and the use
of picture series media, many students
expressed growth or progress as a result of the
learning experiences they achieve. Even
though some questions displayed
improvement and others did not show
improvement, the researchers concluded that
cycle II was needed to further encouraged
students to achieve higher KKM scores. Even
though the overall passing score was only
82.33, cycle II was required.

Cycle 11

Cycle II was a follow-up activity to improve
students' speaking skills in asking for and
giving an opinion texts for students who
possessed not yet achieved the specified
score, namely above the average score of 75.
The plan in cycle II focused on strengthening
and adding scores for students who had not
yet achieved established goals; The material
and approach remained the same as in cycle I
planning, namely the use of picture series
media and the GBA method.

During the implementation of this
learning cycle, several corrections and
reviews would be emphasized on the
application of speaking elements; This was
done to improve what was recorded in cycle I.
Fluency and pronunciation were the main
focus of Cycle II. Appreciations to the GBA
syntactic mechanism, this cycle teacher
provided an introduction at the beginning of
cycle I, where initial text learning was
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introduced with orientation or BKoF which
emphasized reviewing the reasons why it was
necessary to study the text, how was the
expression asking for and giving an opinion
structured and what was it? The inclusion of
linguistic elements, writing or presenting
expressions asking for and giving an opinion.
Next was Text Modeling, the teacher in this
syntax repeated the activities of cycle I but
with a different approach or axis, namely
emphasizing the aspects that were improved
in cycle I. The application of JCoT in using
picture series media then provided an
understanding of which ones must be
supported. student. In groups, discussed the
description of the story and paid attention to
the social function, general structure, and
linguistic elements of the expression asking
for and giving an opinion with the help of the
teacher. With ICoT syntax, students were
more confident and confident in correcting
missing text to be ready for presentations. In
this syntax, the role of the teacher was also
less important than in cycle I because
students were used to a regular and enjoyable
work schedule.

Observations were carried out to
monitor the development of students'
speaking skills in the expression of asking for
and giving an opinion based on the GBA
activity program using picture series media.
Some progress was seen in students who were
weak in several areas of fluency and
pronunciation in cycle I. From the scores
obtained in the table above, it could be said
that there were several significant changes in
several speaking factors as evidenced by the
final score of 85.03. Indeed, the role of
teachers and media had been optimized to
achieve grades according to schedule.

The GBA syntax and picture series
documentation in this implementation were
found to have a significant impact on students
according to classroom observations during
practice and several interviews with students
and teachers, department members. The
results of this research could be seen in the

attachment. In theory and previous research,
the use of picture series by several researchers
shows that this media aided students absorb
text more easily (Basuki & Saputri, 2020);
(Ramasari et al., 2021); (Asyrifah et al., 2021);
(Daniarti et al., 2020).

This reflection brought together various
information from the implementation of cycle
IT with many changes that occurred, although
there were several edits and suggestions that
were considered minor for students who
really had difficulty expressing themselves.
Overall, from this reflection it could be
concluded that there was a significant
increase when students achieved a
benchmark score higher than the
predetermined KKM, namely 85.03.

4. CONCLUSION
Based on data analysis at the pre-cycle, cycle
I and cycle II stages, it could be concluded
that the speaking ability of class X.4 students
in the Hospitality Department improved with
the use of Picture Series media. This increase
was proven by the evolution of the mean value
since the pre-cycle period, period I and period
II. The average pre-test score was 40.00.
Then it increased to 82.33 in cycle I and 85.03
in cycle II. Therefore, it could be concluded
that the use of Picture Series media through
text-based learning/GBA could possibly
improve students' ability to speak text
expressions asking for and giving an opinion.
From the results of the research that
had been carried out, several suggestions had
been obtained to make learning enjoyable and
objective: In teaching materials that built
speaking skills, teachers or educators should
utilize supportive and interactive facilities
from the start to achieve appropriate learning
objectives. Researchers advised teachers to
implement learning media in the form of
picture series in language or text learning
using a genre-based approach (GBA), because
by using this media students would be more
easily understand the meaning of the history
being taught. Students who learnt texts or
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foreign languages would find it easier to grasp
the intended meaning with the right media
and a learning approach with the right syntax.
Therefore, researchers suggested that
students reflect on or strengthen the material
by means of accentuation.

This  research  prioritized  the
effectiveness of using learning media in the
form of picture series with a genre-based
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