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ABSTRACT 

This Classroom Action Research (CAR) is applied to enhance students’ speaking skills at SMPN 6 
Semarang. The subjects of this research were 32 first-semester students in 9th grade. Two cycles were 
applied to complete the procedures for action research, namely planning, implementing, observing, and 
reflecting. Classroom observation, document analysis, pre-test, and post-test are used by the researcher 
to collect data. The findings showed that the Work in Pairs method with picture media can enhance 
students’ speaking skills in class. This can be seen from the improvement of students' speaking skills in 
pre-test and post-test at each cycle. In pre-test, the students got 68.7. Meanwhile the average in 1st cycle 
is 74.3 and in 2nd cycle is 80.1. Therefore, the gained scores of students’ speaking skills in pre-test to 1st 
post test is 5.6 and 5.8 from post-test 1 to post-test 2. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
There are four skills in English that 

everyone should master, namely speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing (Gynan and 
Baker in Marsevani & Habeebanisya, 
2022)). Speaking is one of the language 
skills that important because speaking as a 
primary tool to communicate each other. It 
is supported by (Darmuki et al., 2018) that 
by speaking, a person is expected to 
communicate, convey ideas and messages, 
interact, and share information with others 
to be understood by the other person. In the 
other hand, most of students get difficult 
and afraid to speak English or share their 
opinion to each other. It caused by some 
factors, those are; motivation, interest, 
teaching strategy and using teaching media 
Nagauleng et al. (2021). One of strategy 
that can be used in speaking is Work in 
pairs. Achmad and  Yusuf (2014) said that 
Work in pairs is one of the interaction 
patterns used in language classes. Work in 
pairs can create an interaction to 
communication between two people or 
more. It is related with Tubbs and Moss in 

Munawarah & Novianty (2020) stated that 
communication is the process of forming 
meaning between two or more people. 
Achmad and Yusuf (2014) stated that after 
implementing Work in pairs strategy in the 
class, students' speaking anxiety was lower 
than before applying Work in pairs 
strategy. Then, it also increased students' 
confidence in speaking English. It is also 
supported by Dalisa et al. (2015). It found 
that the Work in Pairs method can reduce 
students' anxiety in learning English. Based 
on the previous studies, it can be seen that 
a few researchers tried to improve students’ 
English skill using work in pairs.  

Besides that, the use of media in 
teaching speaking can support to gain the 
learning objectives. By using teaching 
media, teacher can increase the students’ 

motivation and create an interesting 
learning atmosphere and alternative way to 
create suitable and interesting techniques 
related to students’  condition (Nagauleng 
et al., 2021). Wulandari (2012) said that 
delivering materials in the teaching 
learning process accompanied by media 
will be clearer, more meaningful, and more 
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interesting for the students than the one 
using nothing. Based on observation 
conducted in 9th grade students of SMPN 6  
Semarang, it found that the students’ 
speaking skills were relatively low. They 
had difficulties in expressing ideas and 
opinions orally as they were afraid of 
making mistakes and not confident to 
speak English. They also had difficulties in 
pronouncing certain English words. 
Therefore, most of them preferred to be 
silent and not fully participate in classroom 
activities. To help the students organize 
their thinking and focusing their idea, the 
researcher used picture as a media in 
applying Work in pairs strategy. Picture is a 
general verbal communication that can be 
understood and available everywhere. 
Pictures give real description of an object 
which are portable and can be used anytime 
and help an understanding on objects 
which are difficult to be observed 
(Wulandari, 2012).There are 2 types of 
pictures in two cycles that applied in this 
research, they are a picture and pictures 
strip story. Nurdini (2018) stated that 
pictures can be   employed for very creative 
use in communicative language teaching. 
Using pictures as an aid in English speaking 
can help students to produce and memorize 
more ideas so it can make their speaking 
skills increased. Kosdian (2017) also 
explained in his thesis: Improving Students 
Speaking Skill by Using Pictures Strip 
Story. It found that the first-year students 
of SMA 1 Luragung could improve their 
speaking skills through pictures strip story. 
Therefore, the students’ ability in speaking 
will improve because they would be help by 
Work in pairs strategy using the pictures.   
 Based on the previous studies 
above, the researcher applied Work in pairs 
with pictures media to enhance students’  
speaking ability on “Agreement and 
Disagreement Expressions” in 9th grade of 
Junior High School in Semarang. By using 
the strategy, the students will be able to 
learn English speaking effectively because 

they can practice with their pairs 
cooperatively. 

2. METHODOLOGY 
Classroom Action Research (CAR) is 

used in this research. According to Gasperz 
& Utkolseja (2020) Classroom Action 
Research (CAR) is reflective research by 
taking certain actions aimed at improving 
learning practices in the classroom 
professionally and has an essential role in 
scientific research because it determines 
the quality of research results. Therefore, 
the researcher would use the Classroom 
Action Research to help students improve 
their speaking skills by solving their 
speaking problems. Classroom Action 
Research (CAR) was conducted in four 
steps: (1) Planning, (2) Implementing, (3) 
Observing, and (4) Reflecting. This 
research was carried out in junior high 
schools in Semarang, 9th grade with 32 
students in one class. The CAR is applied in 
the 1st semester with the topic of 
“Agreement and Disagreement 
Expressions”. 

Before the cycles was implemented in 
the research, an observation is firstly used 
to find problems faced by the students in 
speaking English. To support the finding, 
the recap document of the students’ score 
was analyzed. Then, the students were 
given a pre-test to know their average 
grade. After that, 1st cycle by using the Work 
in Pairs strategy with a picture was applied 
to improve students' speaking skills. Then, 
the students were given a post-test to know 
their result. Next, 2nd cycle was applied by 
Work in Pairs strategy with picture strips 
story. After that, a post-test was shared to 
the students to get their average and then 
the result will be analyzed to find the 
improvement of their speaking. In 
addition, the score of students’ speaking 
skills was measured according to Brown 
(2004), those are grammar, vocabulary, 
fluency, and pronunciation as the following 
table. 
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Table 1. The Indicator of Students’ Speaking Skill  
Speaking 
Aspects 

Very poor 
(10-39) 

Poor 
(40-60) 

Quite good 
(61-70) 

Good 
(71-80) 

Very good 
(81-100) 

Grammar No correct 
grammar 

Makes a lot of 
mistakes in 
grammar 

Makes several 
mistakes in 
grammar 

Makes a few 
mistakes in 
grammar 

No mistakes 
in grammar 

Vocabulary Produces no 
vocabularies  

Produces few 
vocabularies  

Produces 
several 

vocabularies 

Produces 
many 

vocabularies 

Produces all 
vocabularies 

needed 
Fluency No speaking 

produces 
correctly 

Doesn’t speak 
fluently, 

thinks too 
long 

Speaks rather 
fluently 

Quite 
fluently, 

sometimes 
stops a 

moment 

Speaks 
fluently 

Pronunciation No correct 
pronunciation 

Makes a lot of 
mistakes in 

pronunciation 

Makes several 
mistakes in 

pronunciation 

Makes a few 
mistakes in 

pronunciation 

No mistakes 
in 

pronunciation 
 

 
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Finding 

The first thing to do in this research is 
observation. Based on the observation, it 
showed that the students' speaking skill in 
the 9th grade SMPN 6 Semarang was low. 
The class situation was boring and not 
active therefore the class became 
ineffective. In addition, the students felt 
anxious or afraid when speaking in class. It 
is supported by the results of their average 
in pre-test is 68.7. The result is obtained by 
analyzing the document containing the 
grades of students that not applied the 
Work in pairs strategy previously. After 
that, the researcher applied 1st cycle and 2nd 
cycle and found the following result: 
a. Applying Work in pairs strategy. 

Applying Work in pairs strategy in a 
speaking class were successful to 
attract the students' interests and 
attention in learning. In 1st cycle, the 
researcher applied Work in pairs 
strategy by grouping the students in 
pairs based on their abilities which 
have been obtained through diagnostic 
tests. The result showed that through 
Work in pairs, the students were 
motivated and stimulated to speak 
English. Besides that, the students had 
pronounced some vocabularies better. 
The students’ grammar, vocabulary, 
fluency, and pronunciation improved 
better in 1st cycle than in the 
preliminary test. It is shown in their 

gained between pre-test and post-test 1 
is 5.6. However, there are still some 
students had difficulty to pronounce 
some words and had no bravery to 
speak loudly. Therefore, the researcher 
determined a different treatment in the 
2nd cycle. The researcher freed students 
to choose their partners so that the 
students feel more comfortable and 
confident with friends they liked. 
Almost all of them chose their seat 
mates because they felt close and 
understood each other. From the 
rearrangement treatment in 2nd cycle, 
it caused an increase in students' 
speaking abilities. This is proven by the 
results in post-test 2, namely 80.1. The 
distance from post-test 2 to post-test 1 
is 5.8. The students who had 
experienced difficulties also decreased. 
The students felt confident in 
producing sentences that will be 
spoken. In addition, the students are 
also able to speak louder than before. 

b. Using pictures as the media in Work in 
pairs strategy. 
In implementing Work in pairs 
strategy, the researcher used pictures 
as media to help students to practice 
English speaking. According to the 
observation and pre-test result, the 
students tend not to be fluent in 
speaking practice and are still confused 
about what they are going to say. The 
students are also confused about 
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memorizing sentences or vocabularies 
that will be produced when speaking. 
Therefore, using picture media in 
Work in pairs, it will help students to 
practice English speaking, especially in 
terms of producing the vocabularies 
and their fluency. In 1st cycle, the 
research used a picture as media when 
students practiced speaking in pairs. 
The pictures are presented in printed 
form and each pair has 1 picture with 
the same topic. The picture in 1st cycle 
is about the atmosphere of the 
Independence Day competition at 
school.  The students were asked to 
practice a dialogue about "Agreement 
and Disagreement Expressions" 
related on the picture in front of the 
class for collecting their scores. Based 
on their results, the students 
experienced an increase of 5.6 from 
pre-test. The students showed that the 
picture helpful in determining and 
remembering what they will talk about 
in post-test. Besides that, there were 
some of students who felt they are not 
optimal in their practice because they 
are confused about the story that will 
be developed from one picture that has 
been given. Therefore, the researcher 
used different pictures in 2nd cycle. The 
researcher applied pictures in picture 
strips form. Picture strips are a series 
of illustrated stories. The picture strips 
used by the researcher are about the 
students’ activities in the library who 
want to borrow books. This was chosen 
so that it would be easier for students 
to determine which dialogue to 
practice because it is related to their 
activities at school. In addition, the use 
of picture strips can make the students 
easier to remember vocabularies and 
determine ideas that will be put into 
speaking practice. It is in line with the 
result of post-test 2 is 80.1 from post-
test 1 is 74.3. 

c. Giving feedback on students’ 
performance. 
Giving feedback by the researcher as a 
teacher to students' speaking 
performance was very influential on 
subsequent results. The feedback that 
given can be some correction of 

mistakes made by students during 
speaking. Delivering feedback must 
also be with appropriate intonation 
and not offend students, so that 
students would be able to gain 
meaningful understanding from what 
the researcher conveyed. In 1st cycle 
and 2nd cycle, the researcher provided 
feedback using an interpersonal 
approach to each pair who has done 
practice, not in front of the class. 
Therefore, the students felt 
comfortable and were not afraid when 
they made mistakes. Besides that, in 
2nd cycle, the researcher added to gave 
praise and motivation to students, so 
that they felt encouraged to do better in 
speaking. Then, it was proven by the 
average of the students’ speaking that 
increased in cycle by cycle. 

d. Accustoming students from accessing 
a dictionary. 
Using a dictionary in English is 
important, especially for students who 
are studying English as a foreign 
language. They need a dictionary to 
explore many appropriate and desired 
vocabularies. In the 1st cycle and 2nd 
cycle, the students were allowed to 
open an electronic dictionary to help 
them find the right vocabularies for 
speaking practice. They collected the 
vocabularies first through dictionaries 
and then discuss it with their pairs. The 
researcher as a teacher was responsible 
for monitoring and checking students’ 
progress. Not a few students also 
actively asked questions and discussed 
with the teacher regarding appropriate 
vocabularies and grammar. In the 
other hand, because there were so 
many students want to consult, so the 
class became crowded. Therefore in 2nd 
cycle, the researcher asked the 
students to practice pronouncing the 
correct vocabularies by imitating from 
an electronic dictionary. This way 
could minimize the mistakes that they 
made during speaking practice, 
especially vocabularies, grammar and 
pronunciation. This was showed in the 
students’ average in post-test 1 and 
post-test 2. 
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Below is the summary of the students’ average scores obtained from pre-test, post-test 1 
and post-test 2: 

Table 2. The students’ average scores in Pre-test 
No Aspects Pre-test 

scores 
Category 

1 Grammar 66.8 Quitegood 
2 Vocabulary 70 Quite good 
3 Fluency 71.2 Good 
4 Pronunciation 66.8 Quite good 

Average 68.7 Quite good 
 

 Some students were still hesitant to 
speak during the pre-test because they 
lacked confidence and were worried about 
making mistakes. They frequently relied 
on their notes or perhaps just read out 
their dialogue. Most of the words were 
pronounced wrongly, and most of the 
pronunciations were incorrect 
grammatically. Additionally, their 
utterances were not linked perfectly to one 
another. This is related on the table 2, it is 
showed that the average of the students’ 
speaking is in category of “quite good” with 
68.7 points which it is needed a good 
treatment to enhance their category. 

The students' speaking abilities 
improved when Work in Pairs with the 

picture as the media is applied in the class. 
The outcomes of the students' 
performance on the post-test showed this 
improvement. They made fewer 
grammatical mistakes and had better 
pronunciation in the post-test. 
Additionally, their vocabularies were 
varied. The students were more confident 
and fluent in practicing the dialogue. 
Besides that, the facial expressions and 
gestures were used by them. In addition, 
the delivery of the dialogue was equipped 
with correct conjunctions which linked 
their ideas well. The findings of the 
students' averages score in pre-test and 
post-test are presented in the table below: 

 
Table 3. The students’ average scores between Pre-test and Post-test 1 

No Aspects Pre-test Post-test 1 Category Improvements 

1 Grammar 66.8 71.2 Good 4.4 
2 Vocabulary 70 75.6 Good 5.6 
3 Fluency 71.2 75 Good 3.8 
4 Pronunciation 66.8 75.6 Good 8.8 

Average 68.7 74.3 Good 5.6 
 

After conducting Work in pairs with 
a picture and it was succeeded in 1st cycle 
with average 74.3 which it had “good” 
category. It was an improvement from 
“quite good” to be “good” category with a 
difference scores 5.6 from the average of 
68.7. Then, the researcher applied a 
different treatment in 2nd cycle. It used 
Work in pairs with pictures strips. The 2nd 

cycle was succeeded to apply the strategy.  
The students’ speaking ability increased in 
grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and 
pronunciation. All of the categories had a 
“very good” scores except in grammar 
category, it had “good” category. The result 
is explained on the table below: 
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Table 4. The students’ average scores between Post-test 1 and Post-test 2 
No Aspects Post-test 1 Post-test 2 Category Improvements 

1 Grammar 71.2 76.2 Good 5 
2 Vocabulary 75.6 81.2 Very 

good 
5.6 

3 Fluency 75 83.1 Very 
good 

8.1 

4 Pronunciation 75.6 80 Very 
good 

4.4 

Average 74.3 80.1 Very 
good 

5.8 

  
 

Table 4 showed that the average 
post-test scores are higher than the average 
pre-test score. The gain score of the 
students' speaking ability in pre-test to 
post-test 1 is 5.6 and in post-test 1 to post-
test 2 is 5.8 showing that there is an 
improvement of students' speaking skills. 

 
Discussion 
 Based on the observation, the 
students’ speaking ability was quite low. It 
is supported with the result of pre-test. 
Therefore, the researcher applied Work in 
pairs strategy with pictures as media to 
improve their speaking ability. Work in 
pairs is one of the appropriate techniques 
to help students achieve their speaking 
abilities. It is in line with a research by 
Alejos (2017) that Work in pairs can 
improve the classroom’s situation, 
increases students’ motivation and 
concentration in speaking class. It is also 
supported with the value of students that 
became greater than before in cycle by cycle 
on this research. In pre-test, the students’ 
average is 68.7. Then, it increased in the 
students’ post-test by 5.6 after 
implemented Work in pairs with a picture 
as the media in 1st cycle. The students’ 
average in post-test 1 is 74.3 and it is 
categorized a “good” criterion. In 2nd cycle, 
the students’ average also got improvement 
when learning using Work in pairs with the 
pictures strip media. The average is 80.1 in 
post-test 2 with “very good” criteria. The 
difference in value between pot-test 1 and 
post-test 2 is 5.8.  
 The finding of this research is in line 
from Jatmiko (2017) that Work in pairs 
could improve students’ speaking ability in 

term of raising students’ achievement in 
the case of fluency, vocabulary, 
pronunciation , grammar and content.   
Ahsanah & Utomo (2020) also supported 
that using group work activities could make 
the students speaking accuracy consisting 
of vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar 
and fluency was effectively improving in 
speaking skill than using conventional 
method.  Work in pairs allowed students to 
correct each other about their progress. 
They also discuss with each other to find 
the right solution to their problems during 
the speaking practice. That is why Work in 
Pairs is the right method used to improve 
students' speaking skills because the 
method requires students to interact with 
their partners (Mulya, 2016). 
 The use of pictures as media that 
applied in the Work in Pairs strategy really 
helped students to speak English. 
Manurung (2023) explained that the use of 
picture affected on students' speaking skills. 
The students could express their ideas 
easily and they become brave to deliver 
their speaking in front of class. Using 
picture method is suitable method of 
teaching English speaking skills because 
pictures can help students to develop 
students' English speaking skills 
(Manurung, 2023). In this research, the 
researcher applied the pictures while 
implementing Work in pairs strategy. In 1st 
cycle, the researcher used a picture. It 
helped students to create a story line with 
“Agreement and Disagreement” topic. The 
student’s ability got an improvement, it can 
be seen on the students’ score in 1st cycle. 
Meanwhile in 2nd cycle, the researcher 
changed the picture into pictures strip. 



 

541 
 

Pictures strip can be a media that support 
the students speaking mastery more than 
using one picture (Turnip et al., 2020). It 
made the students easier when they 
practiced English speaking. It is proven 
with the students’ result in post-test 2, 
there was an improvement on the scores. 
According to Turnip et al. (2020), the  
pictures strip  story had  a  positive  effect  
on  students' speaking  like it can stimulate 
the students to express their ideas and 
maintain the students’ fluency in speaking. 
Therefore, the combination of Work in 
pairs and picture as media can solve the 
students' speaking problems like lack self-
confidence, felt embarrassed to speak 
English, got anxiety, and had low speaking 
skills in English. 
 
 
4. CONCLUSION 

The result of this research is very 
important in teaching and learning 
speaking. The research results indicated 
Work in Pairs strategy with pictures media 
positively affected students' speaking skills 
in English. Work in pairs with pictures 
media is a suitable strategy and effective in 
speaking skills. This method can improve 
students’ English speaking in 9th grade 
SMPN 6 Semarang. This is evidenced by the 
increasing results of the pre-test, post-test 
1, and post-test 2 and the supported 
previous researches.  
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